
Andres Castañeda – GM Mark Paragua

Bradley Open Tournament 2007

First Game with a GM

This is the first game that Andres played against
a GM in a tournament. It seems that at the end
of the game both players were happy sharing the
point but Andres had a forced win.

Sicilian Defense

1. e2–e4 c7–c5
2. Ng1–f3 d7–d6
3. d2–d4 c5×d4
4. Nf3×d4 Ng8–f6
5. Nb1–c3 a7–a6
6. Bc1–g5 e7–e6
7. f2–f4

rmblka0s
ZpZ0Zpop
pZ0opm0Z
Z0Z0Z0A0
0Z0MPO0Z
Z0M0Z0Z0
POPZ0ZPO
S0ZQJBZR

This is a well known position
7. . . . Bf8–e7
8. Qd1–f3 h7–h6
9. Bg5–h4 Nb8–d7

10. Bf1–d3 g7–g5

rZblkZ0s
ZpZnapZ0
pZ0opm0o
Z0Z0Z0o0
0Z0MPO0A
Z0MBZQZ0
POPZ0ZPO
S0Z0J0ZR

A typical move with the aim of securing the e5
square for the knight.

11. f4×g5 Nd7–e5
12. Qf3–e2 Nf6–g4
13. Nd4–f3 h6×g5

rZblkZ0s
ZpZ0apZ0
pZ0opZ0Z
Z0Z0m0o0
0Z0ZPZnA
Z0MBZNZ0
POPZQZPO
S0Z0J0ZR

Black recovers the pawn
14. Bh4–g3 Ne5×f3
15. g2×f3 Ng4–e5
16. 0–0–0 Qd8–c7
17. f3–f4

rZbZkZ0s
Zpl0apZ0
pZ0opZ0Z
Z0Z0m0o0
0Z0ZPO0Z
Z0MBZ0A0
POPZQZ0O
Z0JRZ0ZR

Well played. This guarantees a passed pawn for
white on the h file.

17. . . . g5×f4
18. Bg3×f4 b7–b5
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rZbZkZ0s
Z0l0apZ0
pZ0opZ0Z
ZpZ0m0Z0
0Z0ZPA0Z
Z0MBZ0Z0
POPZQZ0O
Z0JRZ0ZR

Black starts a natural counterattack on the queen
side. The drawback of this plan is that the black
king will be exposed.

19. Kc1–b1

rZbZkZ0s
Z0l0apZ0
pZ0opZ0Z
ZpZ0m0Z0
0Z0ZPA0Z
Z0MBZ0Z0
POPZQZ0O
ZKZRZ0ZR

Played after long thinking, this move is a mistake
because it allows black to attack the knight that
has no good moves. As pointed out by Andres
“maybe it is important here to move the queen to
give the knight the e2 square.. if h4, black need
not take but can play b4 to misplace the knight.”

19. . . . b5–b4
20. Nc3–a4 Bc8–d7
21. b2–b3

A sad necessity. Black could have now won the
a pawn creating good conditions for attack in the
queen side.

21. . . . Bd7×a4
22. Bf4×e5

White aims at bishops of opposite colors.
22. . . . d6×e5
23. b3×a4 Be7–c5

rZ0ZkZ0s
Z0l0ZpZ0
pZ0ZpZ0Z
Z0a0o0Z0
Po0ZPZ0Z
Z0ZBZ0Z0
PZPZQZ0O
ZKZRZ0ZR

Black overestimates his possibilities of attack through
the black squares not noticing that white, captur-
ing at a6, creates as well good looks for attack at
the black king.

24. Bd3×a6 Bc5–d4
25. Ba6–b5 Ke8–e7
26. Rd1–d3

Stopping the attack though the black squares.
White position is secure and the next black’s move
gives away the important b pawn.

26. . . . Rh8–h4
27. Qe2–e1 Rh4–f4
28. Qe1×b4

rZ0Z0Z0Z
Z0l0jpZ0
0Z0ZpZ0Z
ZBZ0o0Z0
PL0aPs0Z
Z0ZRZ0Z0
PZPZ0Z0O
ZKZ0Z0ZR

28. . . . Ke7–f6
29. Qb4–e1

Excellent move directing the queen towards the
king side at the same time providing extra defense
for the back rank.

29. . . . Qc7–b7
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rZ0Z0Z0Z
ZqZ0ZpZ0
0Z0Zpj0Z
ZBZ0o0Z0
PZ0aPs0Z
Z0ZRZ0Z0
PZPZ0Z0O
ZKZ0L0ZR

With the threats 30 ... Ra4 and 30 ... Qe4 .
30. Rh1–f1!

This moves defends a4 and at the same time pre-
pares the road for the queen to attack the black
king. If now 30 ... Ra4 then 31. Qh4, Kg7;
32. Rg3, Kf8; 33. Qd8 mate.

30. . . . Qb7×e4
31. Qe1–h4

rZ0Z0Z0Z
Z0Z0ZpZ0
0Z0Zpj0Z
ZBZ0o0Z0
PZ0aqs0L
Z0ZRZ0Z0
PZPZ0Z0O
ZKZ0ZRZ0

31. . . . Kf6–g7

As noted by Sofia Leja, 31. ... Kf5 looses to
32. Rdf3, Rf3; 33. Qe4, Ke4; 34. Bc6, Kf5;
35. Rf3 and white wins a whole rook.

32. Qh4–g5 Kg7–f8
33. Qg5–h6 Kf8–e7
34. Qh6–g5 Ke7–d6

Black avoids draw by repetition but enters a dan-
gerous territory with his king.

35. Rf1–d1

To play 36. c3 .

rZ0Z0Z0Z
Z0Z0ZpZ0
0Z0jpZ0Z
ZBZ0o0L0
PZ0aqs0Z
Z0ZRZ0Z0
PZPZ0Z0O
ZKZRZ0Z0

35. . . . Ra8–c8

To stop 36. c3 but ...
36. c2–c3

0ZrZ0Z0Z
Z0Z0ZpZ0
0Z0jpZ0Z
ZBZ0o0L0
PZ0aqs0Z
Z0ORZ0Z0
PZ0Z0Z0O
ZKZRZ0Z0

White plays c3 anyway, sacrificing the c pawn
for the possibility of attacking with the queen
from the back.

36. . . . Rc8×c3
37. Qg5–d8 Kd6–c5

0Z0L0Z0Z
Z0Z0ZpZ0
0Z0ZpZ0Z
ZBj0o0Z0
PZ0aqs0Z
Z0sRZ0Z0
PZ0Z0Z0O
ZKZRZ0Z0
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In this position white settled with a draw by rep-
etition but had two wining variations not so easy
to see when an expert is playing a GM for the
first time in a tournament!. 38. a3, Rb3; 39.
Kc1 is one way and the other is 38. Qa5.

Draw.
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